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a habitat enhancement perspective has helped to secure breeding birds in habitats with 
compromised conditions and in one case, Point Pelee National Park, recruited a breeding 
pair of birds to an otherwise unoccupied territory.

Peche Island did not have adults occupy the artificial nest structure because they had 
relocated elsewhere in the territory, but the platform is serving as a foraging perch. 
Fish and bird remains are routinely found in and under the platform. The location of 
the active nest in this territory is known. It is the intention of the monitoring team to 
reposition this nest to make it higher and hopefully attract the adults back to the island 
from the current mainland site, which is increasingly more disturbed.

Point Pelee National Park recruited a new breeding pair of adults to the artificial nest in 
the first season it was erected. Bald eagles occupying nest sites in that region were known 
to have nested, thus proving the recruitment of a new pair. The platform was unoccupied 
during the second season, but a pair of eagles was regularly observed.

Boblo Island had two naturally occurring nest locations. One tree failed and the other 
has remained the active nest site in 2007 and 2008. It has not been possible to place a 
platform at Boblo because there are no trees of suitable height. However, the current nest 
tree has been assessed and some structural reinforcement (limb removal/cabling) added 
to help prevent the nest from failing.

Despite the success of recruiting a pair of bald eagles to Point Pelee National Park, it 
is unlikely that habitat enhancement, specifically the construction of artificial nesting 
platforms, will attract bald eagles to breed. The habitat features surrounding the site 
may prove not to be suitable for bald eagle nesting. However, habitats that have eagles 
foraging or loafing may have a much better chance of recruitment. Habitat enhancement 
has proven to be a good tool to retain nesting pairs in marginal habitats and increases 
productivity by creating a secure nest or improving the structure of the nest tree.
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