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Overview
Provide a prospective of common terns in Southeast 
Michigan.

Examine historical and current population trends.

Describe future objectives.



Natural History 
Neo-tropical migrants.

Winter in South America.

Arrive in Michigan in mid-April.

Breeding season May through 
July.

Leave for wintering grounds late 
August.



Great Lakes Region Status Assessment
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Listed as a threatened species in Michigan since 1979

T = Threatened
E=Endangered
X= Extirpated 
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Historic Sites 

Over 4,500 breeding pairs 
1960-1980

1,500
(1957-1962) 

άIǳƴŘǊŜŘǎέ
(1975-1980)

100-500 
όмфулΩǎύ

600-1,200
(1960-62)

ά{ŜǾŜǊŀƭ ǘƘƻǳǎŀƴŘέ
(1966-1972)

Kleen 1977; Courtney and 
Blokpoel 1983; Simpson 1972; 
Blokpoel and McKeating 1978; 
Ludwig 1962

700-1,000
(1940-1960)



Belle Isle Histor ic Records

1959 ς1,500 adult 
pairs; 2,914 chicks 
banded.

1960 ς1,200 adult 
pairs; 2,401 chick 
banded.

Abandoned in mid-
мфслΩǎ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ƘǳƳŀƴ 
disturbance



Reasons for Decline
Habitat Loss: Ring-billed gulls; 
fluctuating water levels; overgrowth of 
vegetation.

Low productivity: Predation of eggs, 
chicks and adults.

Human disturbance.

Environmental contaminants. 



aǳŘ LǎƭŀƴŘ мфнлΩǎ

Fishing cottage present.   



Mud Island 1949

Water levels rose created a shoal; cottage was destroyed.



Mud Island 1967

Dredge spoils were added to existing shoal.
1966-мфтн  άǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ǘƘƻǳǎŀƴŘ ŎƘƛŎƪǎ ǿŜǊŜ ōŀƴŘŜŘέΦ 


