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Overview

Provide a prospective of common ternsSoutheast
Michigan.

Examinenistorical and current population trends

Describe futureobjectives.
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Natural History

Neotropical migrants.
Winter in South America.
Arrive in Michigan in mid\pril.

Breeding season May through
July.

Leave for wintering grounds late
August.



Great Lakes Region Status Assessment
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Belle Isle Historic Records
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Trees - None

Shrubs - None

Grasses and Weeds (Herbaceous Plants) -

Dunes -

Use of Plant Life by Gulls and Terns -

Remarks -

Island Plant Life - Thistles, climbing nightshade, butter end eggs, common
clnguefoeil, wild lettuce.
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Reasons for Decline

Habitat LossRingbilled gulls;
fluctuating water levels; overgrowth of
vegetation.

Low productivity. Predation of eggs,
chicks and adults.

Human disturbance
Environmental contaminants




Fishing cottage present.



Mud Island 1949
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Water levels rose created a shoal; cottage was destroyed.



Mud Island 1967

Dredgespoils wereadded to existing shoal.
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