SOME ACTIVITIES TO HELP YOU DEVELOP YOUR RESEARCH QUESTION
I will complete some of these statements to give you an idea of how you MIGHT respond. However, do not feel limited by how I choose to respond(you have your own area of interest and it may lead you to very different sorts of responses. These activities draw heavily on the work of Jeroski et al. (1992). Statements in bold font are the activities statements. Anything that follows that is NOT in bold is either a comment or a response that I have made to provide you with some examples.

A.  IDENTIFYING AND CLARIFYING A RESEARCH AREA [this section is mainly a set of brainstorming activities; my area is learning science, so that will be the focus of my sample responses]

1.  Sometimes I wonder why/who/what/where/when/how: (take your pick among these many options or develop some of your own)

-
why students never seem to remember the science they learn in school from one year to the next

-
who are the people who might be able to change the way science is taught in our schools

-
what factors will facilitate learning in my science class

-
where are the decisions made about what should be taught at what grade level

-
when is the most suitable time to teach a topic such as electricity

-
how can teachers organize their instructional strategies to facilitate learning

-
why we as teachers keep doing things the same old way when we know it doesn(t work very well

2.    What would happen if:  
-
classes were smaller

-
teachers were more knowledgeable

-
fewer topics were taught each year

-
we moved topics to higher grades, rather than moving them to lower grades as the former government did

-
more hands-on activities were 

3.  How can I: teach so as to help my students understand science better
B. FOCUSING A RESEARCH QUESTION
B. Examine the questions you identified in part A. Pick two or three that most interest you.

B. What do you want to accomplish in your dissertation research:

- for yourself

- for your students

- for the system in which you work

- for ???

B. What do you want to be able to tell people after your research is completed? That is, what is your broad goal for your research?

Some possible goals might be: to predict future educational outcomes? to understand how or why something is as it is? to improve some aspect of your professional practice? to change the educational system in some small way?

C.  ARTICULATING A RESEARCHABLE QUESTION

4. What is general research question or problem you have settled on?

5. What do you already know about it?

6. What do you believe about it?

7. Taking account of the above, state your main research question (note, you will probably have a few sub-questions, but here we need to articulate the broad over-arching question that will tie all of the subquestions together)

