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Unlike towns and cities of an earlier era, built along railroads, 
waterways, or interstate highways, smart communities are built on 
information highways -- broadband systems of communications 
connected to every home, office, school, library and health care
facility in the region and through the World Wide Web, to millions of 
other institutions across the globe. 

Most striking is that these information-age metropolises are not cities 
or counties or townships in the usual sense. They are instead 
powerful regional economies built on a shared sense of mission and 
a recognition of the values of collaboration and cooperation. 

Their future is not dependent upon cyberspace, the Internet or the 
World Wide Web. Smart communities are real places inhabited by 
real people whose interests and needs have changed as all things 
are changing or must change in the face of a dramatic shift in the 
basic structure of the world's economy and society in the Digital Age. 

Smart Community Foundation, 2005
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What does a Smart Community look like?What does a Smart Community look like?

Every smart community is unique, because its 
characteristics are based on the community itself. One 
common denominator is that successful smart 
communities are the result of a coalition of business, 
education, health, government and individual citizens.
A successful smart community can be built from the top 
down, or as a grassroots effort, but active involvement 
from every sector of the community is essential. This 
united effort creates a synergy which allows individual 
projects to build upon each other for faster progress, 
resulting in the involved, informed and trained critical 
mass necessary for transformation of how the entire 
community carries out its work.

From Smart Communities Guidebook, Building Smart Communities Implementation Guide, 2005
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Five Key Components:
Smart Organizations
Smart Infrastructure
Smart Applications (Portal)
Smart Access (high speed accesses)
Smart Results

Difficult to separate any of the five key pieces
Difficult to sustain in isolation
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VisionVision

“The Windsor and Essex County Smart 
Community, through its Connecting 
Windsor-EssexTM activities, will provide 
participant organizations, entities, families 
and individuals with governance, community 
engagement, access to infrastructure & on-
line services, and smart results to 
demonstrate new opportunities, well-being, 
and connectedness, to improve the quality of 
life in learning, work and play.”
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Community EngagementCommunity Engagement

Any organization in the community can 
become a Participant in the Joint Venture 
with the University
Theme Area visioning statements developed 
with consultation from community leaders
Strategic Plan, Action Plan, Gap Analysis 
completed and presented to the community
89 opportunities presented from community  
consultations and these are being reviewed
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New TrademarksNew Trademarks

Connecting Windsor-EssexTM
(Where application meets community)

Community ConnectorTM

(Where community meets community)

Innovation AnnexTM

(Where theory meets application)

WEDnetTM
(Where application meets network)
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Smart OnSmart On--line Servicesline Services

Identity Management System with 2 factor 
certificate based (X.509v3) PKI compatible 
with GO-PKI from Government
– Includes a Certificate Authority (CA infrastructure)

One official information source for the user 
community that can utilize the secure access 
capability
On-line training tools inherent in the 
technology
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http://www.windsor-essex.info
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http://www.uwindsor.ca/csci
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Smart InfrastructureSmart Infrastructure

3rd generation Portal info-structure
– Implemented and expanding 

High speed network with redundant Internet 
interfacing to government networks (INP, 
SSHA, SDMT)
– Implemented and expanding

High speed home Internet access for 
employees of Participant organizations
– Implemented and expanding

Handheld-mobile access – BlackBerry
– Using the portal in the communication strategy
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ORION Point of Presence @ ORION Point of Presence @ WEDnetWEDnet
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http://www.uwindsor.ca/csci
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Smart ResultsSmart Results

Windsor and Essex County have a Smart Community. It’s called 
Connecting Windsor-EssexTM, and the intent is to help grow the 
capability of our online community, and the organizations that 
have physical presence in the area.  It involves researchers, 
students, citizens and networks!

To enhance the capability of the people with the organizations 
to work and interact in secure online environments with others

There is a 3rd generation Portal to serve as the official 
information source for users 

Policies are in place to govern the Portal and its use.  Network
(and WEDnet have passed Threat Risk Analysis and Privacy 
Impact Analysis requirements of Management Board 
Secretariat of Ontario)
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Smart ResultsSmart Results

Windsor and Essex County have a Smart Community. It’s called 
Connecting Windsor-Essex

- It involves researchers, students, citizens and networks!

Question 1:  

Why would you want to go there?  

It’s takes research to know!!!!!
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Smart ResultsSmart Results

To enhance the capability of the people with 
the organizations to work and interact in 
secure online environments with others

http://web4.uwindsor.ca/csci

http://www.peoplechef.com

PeopleChef story

Question 2:

How would the Innovation Annex be able to help PeopleChef?
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Smart ResultsSmart Results

There is a 3rd generation Portal to serve as the 
official information source for users 

Question 3

What is 2-factor authentication and why is it important?
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QuestionsQuestions

http://www.uwindsor.ca/csci


