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SCHOOL OF COMPUTER SCIENCE

360-520 Seminars and Computing Tools
 (Fall 2006)
	Name of Instructor:
	Dr A.K. Aggarwal

	Class Meeting:
	10.00AM-11.20 AM, Fridays, ER #2139

	Office Hours:
	2:00PM-4:00 PM, Fridays; LT 8101 


e-mail address: akshaia@uwindsor.ca

Web-site: http://web2.uwindsor.ca/courses/cs/aggarwal/cs60520/index.html
Course Requirements: This course has the same weight as other courses. But it is extended over two semesters. A student has to complete the following requirements for the course:

1. Attendance: Students registered in this course are required to attend course seminars and submit a report on each of the seminars they attend. They have to do so in the first two semesters of registration.  

2. Seminars: Each student is required to present one seminar on an approved topic in one of the two semesters.

3. Computing Tools: Each student is required to investigate five different “computing tools”.


Every student must re-register in this course until he/she has fulfilled all the requirements and received a final grade.

Software Tools:  Students may not select tools, which they have used or will use in any course for which they receive credit. However, students may use the tools, which they learn in this course, for their thesis work.  

The selection of tools, to be investigated, and of the application for each tool are made by the student in consultation with his/her thesis advisor and must be approved by the instructor of the course within the first three weeks of the semester.

STRUCTURE OF REPORTS FOR TOOLS: The report for every tool should consist of approximately 2500 words (excluding the source code). The report for each tool should contain the following:

· a detailed case study, describing the design and development of a non-trivial application by the student.

· the characteristics of the tools, used in the application.

· a comparison with other tools in the same category and a discussion of relative advantages/disadvantages of the tool for the application.
· each of the references, used by the student for study of the tool, for developing the application and for preparing the report. (The references should be in the standard IEEE format.)
Students must also provide source code for all of their demo applications along with the tool reports. A soft copy of the report and the source code must also be submitted before the presentation. 
Seminars: Seminars may be of two types: Those presented by guest presenters (visitors or faculty) and the seminars presented by the students. 
It is mandatory for every student to attend the Seminar presentations of guest presenters. Each student MUST attend at least 90% of all the student seminars during two semesters.

STUDENT SEMINARS: The Presenter:  Every student must get his seminar topic approved by the course instructor. No more than 2 students are allowed to select the same topic for the seminar. The length of the student seminar is limited to a maximum of 30 minutes, excluding the time for questions and answers. 

Besides the presentation, the student is required to submit the written version (research paper format, approximately 3000 words in length, with a minimum of 5 references) on the presented topic. The report should be in WORD as a soft copy. A copy of the presentation slides is also to be submitted as a soft copy.
THE ATTENDEES: Each student is required to submit a written report for each seminar. 

Instructions for the structure and contents of the Attendee’s Report: Write the report in your own words. The report SHOULD NOT be more than a page long and MUST contain the following: 

A critical summary of the presentation; comments on the presentation style and the contents; critical judgment: the strong points and the weak points in the presentation; your view about what was missing in the presentation?

      The report should also mention questions, asked by YOU, if any.

For the students seminars: an evaluation of the presentation on a scale of 1-5 (5 is highest)  ---No evaluation is required for the seminars of the guest presenters. Be objective in your evaluation. (Personal preferences of the topic or about the presenter should not be reflected in your report). 
Initial Information to be Provided: Please, submit the following on a sheet of paper, on which your name and ID are written. (Last date: 29th September 2006.)  A Basic Student Information form for providing the information will be provided. Please fill it up and give it to the instructor. : 

1. For those, who are registering for 60-520 for the first time: Please specify the tools that you propose to complete during this semester. 

2. For those, who are registering for 60-520 for the second or third term and for those, who have not already completed all the 5 tools and presented to the instructors in the earlier semesters: If the List of 5 Tools had been approved in an earlier semester, please resubmit the list along with the name of the course instructor, who approved your List. Please specify the tools that you propose to complete during this semester.

      If you want to make changes to the List, that you have (or had) submitted, you must obtain the course instructor’s approval. For getting the approval, please submit both the old List of Tools and the new List of Tools along with your reasons for seeking the changes.
3. The title of your seminar topic, if you plan to give your seminar during this semester.

4. If this is not your first semester for 60-520, please submit for each of the earlier semesters,  the following information:

· The semester (year and semester) for which you had registered. 

· The name of the Instructor of the 60-520 course of your Section in that semester.

· The tools presentations, if any, that you made to the instructor. Please give the name of the tool and the title of the application that you developed.

· If you had given a student seminar during the earlier semester(s), please give its title, the date and the semester, in which it was presented. Please also give the name of the instructor for 60-520 for your Section.

5. If you are going to complete all the requirements of 60-520 during this semester, please state it clearly.

For 1 and 3 above, the tools and the seminar topic would be finalized only after you receive the approval from the Instructor of the course. For 2 above, if you are seeking a change in your approved list of tools, the change will have to be approved by the Instructor of the course.

TENTATIVE Grade Composition: (The changes, if any, will be announced within a week.)

5 reports on 5 software tools: 55%
a collection of summaries of seminars and class participation: 24%, 
seminar on an approved topic: 21%. 

The final letter grade will be calculated from the raw scores using the following table:

	( 93
	<100
	A+
	( 63
	<67
	C

	( 86
	< 93
	A
	( 60
	< 63
	C-

	( 80
	< 86
	A-
	( 57
	< 60
	D+

	( 77
	< 80
	B+
	( 53
	< 57
	D

	( 73
	< 77
	B
	( 50
	< 53
	D-

	( 70
	< 73
	B-
	( 35
	< 50
	F

	( 67
	< 70
	C +
	
	<35
	F-


PROCEDURE FOR EVALUATION OF TOOLS: After completion of his/her work on the tools for this semester, the student should submit the reports to the course instructor for grading. At that time, he will be asked to give a demonstration of the applications, that he has developed using the tools. 

Last date for submission of tool Reports: November 17, 2006. 

If you intend to finish all the requirements for the course this semester, please submit the material early in the semester in order to enable a proper posting of the grade.

Scientific Honesty Requested: No copying from other sources is permitted. Proper citation of all material used is required. This does not only refer to books, journals, conference proceedings but also to web pages. If the source be a web page, please specify the URL. Failure to provide all the references, from which the information is drawn for the Report, is considered a serious case of plagiarism. 

Student Evaluation of Teaching: At the start of the class on a day, during the last couple of weeks of the semester, the students will be asked to evaluate the teaching of the subject. This is to be used as a feedback for improving the teaching process.
Notes: 1. *Only email originating from a valid University of Windsor student account will be accepted from students wishing to contact the instructor through email.
2. For keeping the requirements consistent for this multiple-semester course, the text for the course outline is based mostly on the course outline of Dr. Imran Ahmad for Fall 2003.  

