Bebo

Introduction:

Bebo is a social networking site that is now owned by AOL. It was bought by AOL in March 2008 for $850M. It was first founded in January 2005 and had a re-launch in July 2005. Bebo stands for “blog early, blog often”.  

Bebo is accessible to everybody but only in certain countries throughout the world such as Ireland, Canada, USA, United Kingdom, New Zealand, and Australia.  
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Features

-Bebo Music, allows bands to create their own profiles to showcase their music

-Bebo Authors, allows authors to upload sections/chapters of their books for other users to review

-Bebo Groups allows users to join groups based on interests, workplaces, schools, etc.

-Bebo Mobile allows users to access Bebo on their mobiles phones

-Bebo Open Media Platform, allows companies to distribute media through Bebo

Security Vulnerability

There was an issue earlier this year on May 21, 2008, that allowed Bebo users to access other users’ accounts. The problem aroused by a mis-configured proxy server in an ISP in New Zealand. Users logged into their own accounts and were switched over to the accounts of other users at random intervals. Whenever such an issue comes up, there are always some individuals who take advantage of the situation. A lot of Bebo users uploaded pornography content to other users’ accounts. 

So far, this was an issue that came up that was related to privacy and security of Bebo’s users. The network engineers at Bebo fixed this issue so it is no longer posing any security or privacy threats to its users.


More information on Bebo can be found on wikipedia.org 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bebo
Last accessed at August 15, 2008.

Official Website:

www.bebo.com

