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Abstract 
 

As a response to Johnson’s call for a two-way interaction between informal logic and 
epistemology, this paper is aimed at exploring how informal logic could contribute to 
epistemology. It seems to me that it is only on the level of epistemic preferences 
presupposed by a theory that we can talk about how epistemology might stand to benefit 
from informal logic. 

My first talk will focus on the basic differences between episteme and phronesis in 
Aristotle’s classification of knowledge. Then I will analyze how deductivism in argument 
studies shares the same epistemic preferences with the theoretical tradition of knowledge 
which takes episteme as the paradigm case of knowledge. After that I will discuss some 
informal logicians’ critique of deductivism and how they pursue a better theory of 
argument on the basis of those epistemic preferences favored by phronesis. Finally I will 
try to argue that informal logicians’ critique of deductivism could reinforce the challenge 
to the mainstream conception of knowledge which has been dominated by episteme since 
Greek philosophy, and that their reconceptualization of argument not only requires but 
also could benefit the reconsideration of some key notions developed in traditional 
epistemology. 
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